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PRODUCTION OF CALIFORNIA TIMBER OPERATORS IN 19731 

Production of California timber operators in 1973 dipped below 5 billion board feet for 
the third time since 1952. Total production amounted to 4,923,488,000 board feet. 

Fig. I Loading poles for peeling-Northeast California. 

I Daniel Dotta of the State Forester's staff compiled this report. The basic information is supplied by California tim­
ber operators, the Division of Forestry forest practice inspectors, and county sheriffs in regard to Christmas tree 
production. 



Production was down 1.54 percent in comparison with 1972. Weather was one of the con­
tributing reasons. The market continued strong into 1974. Christmas trees were down due to 
early snows preventing cutting in many high elevation areas. Fuelwood increased due to 
improved reporting and the high costs of other fuel. The top five producing counties were 
Humboldt, Mendocino, Siskiyou, Shasta and Plumas. Three north coastal counties, Humboldt, 
Mendocino and Del Norte, produced 37 1/2 percent of the states total production. 

The information in the following tables was reduced to a common base; saw logs and 
veneer logs were not segregated. There was no attempt to convert all units to a common log 
scale. Most of the reports made no mention of the scale used. Counties in which no timber was 
reported were deleted from this report. Some counties are combined to keep confidential in­
dividual production. The reports included both government and private ownership and no at­
tcmpt was made to differentiate. Choose and cut plantation production may not be includcd in 
the report about Christmas trees. 

Each fence post was given a value of 11 board feet and each pole or piling 100 board feet. 
Information received from timber operators when filing notices of their 1972 operations was 
volunteered. 



Table 1. Active Timber Operators, 1946-1973.


Year


1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973


Timber Operators

(Number)


399

790

810

813

989


1,052

1,228

1,487

1,599

1,768

1,718

1,591

1,526

1 ,677

1,598

1,493

1,486

1,632

1,435

1,353

1,273

1,215

1,243

1,330

1,167

1,180

1,185

1,293


Timber Volume Cut


(Board Feet)


3,185,995,000

3,983,213,000

3,795,252,000

4,303,011,000

4,984,288,000

5,057,036,000

5,990,088,000

5,600,310,000

6,014,939,000

5,861,634,000

5,346,521,000

5,675,392,000

5,886,061,000

5,136,649,000

5,342,250,000

5,538,928,000

5,461,046,000

5,476,265,000

5,271,234,000

5,008,318,000

5,062,021,000

5,343,898,000

5,000,596,000

4,565,827,000

4,789,617,000

5,000,507,000

4,923,488,000
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Table 2. California Timber


Veneer Logs

No. of Timber & Saw Logs


Count1. °,Eerators (MBM)


Alpine, Mono~

Inyo 4 14,819


Amador 1'7 36,711

Butte 42 48,446

Calaveras 37 50,678

Del Norte 32 212,933

El Dorado 73 196,444

Fresno 7 99,831

Glenn 9 60,739

Humboldt 258 1,093,377

Lake, Colusa 12 42,064

Lassen 47 119,162

Madera 6 69,591

Mariposa, Merced 8 8,733

Mendocino 119 529,523

Modoc 29 95,748

Monterey, San Luis

Obispo 3 612


1
Napa~ Marin, Solano

Nevada 76 62,060

Placer 58 119,934

Plumas 81 305,403

San Bernardino,

Los Angeles 19 13,647


San Diego, Riverside 7

San Mateo 7 5,290

Santa Clara, San

Benito, Contra Costa


Alameda 6 4,268

Santa Cruz 22 19,338

Shasta 148 397,296

Sierra 42 73,745

Siskiyou 116 461,537

Sonoma 43 66,021

Tehama 25 151,646


Trinity 64 233,871

Tulare, Kern, Ventura 13 123,234

Tuolumne 29 145,190

Yuba 29 38,798


Total 1,293 4,900,689


Production in 1973.


Pulpwood

(MBM)


5


3,883


4,730


500


25


2,500


329


537


396


12,905


Misc. Total 
(MBM) (MBM) 

14,819 
50 36,761 

417 48,868 
1,065 51,743 

66 216,882 
719 197,163 

99,831 
236 60,975 
804 1,098,911 

1,207 43,271 
9 119,671 
7 69,598 
24 8,757 
346 529,869 
135 95,883 

612 

564 62,624 
122 120,056 
9 305;437 

26 13,673 
21 21 
__2 5,292 

76 4,344 
354 19,692 

1,750 401,546 
3 73,748 

347 462,213 
1'74 66,195 
86 151,732 
627 235,035 
13 123,247 

145,190 
635 39,829 

9,894 4,923,488 
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Table 3.	 Pruduction of Miscellaneous Forest Products

in California 1973.


Split Poles Fence Fuel-
Products Piling Posts Wood Total 

County (MBM) (Pieces) . (Pieces) (CDS) (MBM) 

Alpine, Mono, Inyo

Amador -- -- -- 100 50

Butte -- 800 1,000 652 417

Ca:Laveras -- 521 -- 2,026 1,065

Del Norte 66 -- -- -- 66

El Dorado 150 -- -- 1,139 719

Fresno -- -- -- -- --

Glenn -- 2,358 -- -- 236

Humboldt 794 -- -- 20 804

Lake, Colusa -- 12,000 -- 14 1,207

Lassen -- -- 800 -- 9

Madera -- -- -- 15 7

Mariposa, Merced -- -- 606 34 24

Mendocino 341 -- -- 10 346

Modoc -- -- 100 267 135

Monterey, San Luis Obispo

Napa, Marin, Solano

Nevada 55 2,510 -- 516 564

Placer -- 40 1,202 209 122

Plwnas -- -- -- 17 9

San Bernardino, Los Angeles -- -- -- 53 26

San Diego, Riverside -- -- 600 29 21

San Mateo -- -- -- 4 2

Santa Clara, San Benito,

Contra Costa, Alameda -- -- -- 153 76


Santa Cruz 20 -- 1,000 646 354

Shasta 1 8,789 -- 1,740 1,750

Sierra -- -- 30 5 3

Siskiyou -- 2,000 -- 294 347

Sonoma 30 237 -- 241 174

Tehama -- -- 172 86

Trinity 620 -- -- 15 627

Tulare, Kern, Ventura -- -- -- 25 13

Tuolumne -- -- -- -- --

Yuba -- 350 -- 1,200 635


Total	 2,077 29,605 5,338 9,596 9,894




Table 4. Production of Other Forest Products


in California 1973.


County


Alpine, Mono, Inyo

Amador

Butte

Calaveras


Del Norte

El Dorado

Fresno

Glenn

Humboldt


Lake, Colusa

Lassen

Madera

Mariposa, Merced

Mendocino

Modoc

Monterey, San Luis Obispo


Napa, Marin, Solano

Nevada

Placer

Plumas

San Bernardino, Los Angeles


San Diego, Riverside

San Mateo


Santa Clara, San Benito, Contra Costa

Alameda

Santa Cruz

Shasta

Sierra

Siskiyou

Sonoma

Tehama

Trinity

Tulare, Kern, Ventura

Tuolumne

Yuba


Total


Christmas

Trees


(Number)


1,200

9,387

7,061


12,611

100


20,950


487

6,700


20

98,276

2,500


500

1,202

13,698


12,735

19,840

70,782


160


8,500

113,616

31,446

67,627


301

27,677

4,424

1,344

1 ,731


535


535,410


Greenery

(Tons)


1


2


100


6


2


2


113



